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Amendments to the Claims : 

A clean version of the entire set of pending claims, including amendments to 
the claims, is submitted herewith per 37 CFR 1.121(c)(3). This listing of claims will 
replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A communication networks comprising 
[[-]] a plurality of devices, each e qui ppe d with device comprising: 
[[-]] a device operating circuit, 

[[-]] a communication interface for receiving command signals for controlling 
an oper ation of the d evice ope rating circuit , 

[[-]] a control circuit coupled between the device operating circuit and the 
communication interface for controlling the operation of the device operating circuit 

part-in dependency of response to said command signals, and 

a master integral to the device for receiving control signals; and 

[[-]] a control unit for generatingjhe control signals^to-contfol-the operation-of-the 
4evioes T ^{^aster-fe^feoeiving the control~si§oals-and -for g e n e fating-^ommaffl^ 

devteesr 

Gharact a rized in- that eac h d e v ice i s e q u ipped w ith a mast e r a-nd- wherein the 
communication network com prises- activate of 
the masters as an active master for generating the command signals in response to 
the received control signals, a nd for transferring the command signals to the 
communication interfaces of the plurality of devices, and for activ at ing another 
master- in case the active master fails , the communication network activates a second 
one of the masters as the active master for generating the com mand signals in 
respo nse to the received control signals, and for transferring the command signals to 
the communication interfaces of the plurality of devices. 
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2. (Currently Amended) Communic a tion network as in The communication 
network of claim 1, wherein the control unit is a wireless remote control unit. 

3. (Currently Amended) Commutation network- as-in^ The communication 
network of claim 1, wherein each master is equipped with a transceiver for wireless 
communication between the control unit and the master and between the master and 
the communication interfaces of the devices. 

4. (Currently Amended) Com mynicat ion- network- as in T hecommunication 
network of claim 1, wherein in a~ywp4ofmed b y a part, but preferabl y alL atjeast 
one of the devices^ the device operating circuit comprises a ballast circuit for 
operating a lamp. 

5. (Currently Amended) Gommyfii^ation net w ork as in The communication 
network of claim 4, wherein each--dev-i€e-4n4^^ the at least 
one device includes a luminaire. 

6. (Currently Amended) G omm wioa ti on - netwo r k a -s 4n -Th e co m m u n i ca ti o n 
network of claim 1, wherein each master fs-eq^pped w&h-incl udes 

beacon means for transmitting periodical signals when it is the active master; 

and wrth 

detecting means for detecting the periodical signals transmitted by [[an]] the 

active master. 

7. (Currently Amended) Gommuffloa4iof^etwofk^s4n The communication 
network of claim 6, wherein the detecting means comprise a timer circuit for timing 
[[the]]a time lapse during which the periodical signal is absent. 
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8. (Currently Amended) Communicatio n ne two r k a s in - The communication 
network of claim [[6]]7, wherein each of the masters comprised in 4he network is 
e^^ed-with includes means for activating itself in case the active master fails. 

9. (Currently Amended) GomjmjftiGat^ communication 
network of claim [[7]]8, wherein the means for activating itself become active 
operates to activate itself when the time lapse during which the periodical signal is 
absent is longer than a predetermined time lapse. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (New) The communication network of claim 1, wherein each of the masters 
' includes a table stored in memory that relates the received control signals to the 

command signals. 

12. (New) A method of operating a communication network having a plurality 
of devices, the method comprising: 

activating a first master included in one of the plurality of devices to become 
an active master; 

receiving control signals at the active master from a control unit; 

in response to the control signals, transmitting command signals from the 
active master to the plurality devices to control operations of the devices; 

detecting at a second one of the devices when the active master fails; 

in response to detecting that the active master has failed, activating a second 
master included in the second one of the devices to replace the active master and to 
respond to the control signals by transmitting the command signals to the plurality 
devices to control operations of the devices. 

13. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein the active master transmits the 
command signals wirelessly to at least some of the plurality of devices. 
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14. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein the active master transmits a 
periodic beacon signal to indicate that it is active and operating. 

15. (New) The method of claim 14, wherein detecting at a second one of the 
devices when the active master fails comprises detecting that the beacon signal is 
absent for a time period greater than a threshold time period. 

16. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein one of the operations of the 
devices is an illumination operation. 

17. (New) The method of claim 12, wherein receiving control signals at the 
active master from a control unit comprises receiving control signals from a user- 
operated remote control device. 

18. (New) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 

detecting at a third one of the devices when the second master fails; 

in response to detecting that the second master has failed, activating a third 
master included in the third one of the devices to replace the second master and to 
respond to the control signals by transmitting the command signals to the plurality 
devices to control operations of the devices. 

19. (New) The method of claim 12, further comprising accessing a table stored 
in memory at the active master to determine the command signals from the received 
control signals. 
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